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tions on Stage

Although Blind and Deaf She
Seems Supremely Happy as
8he Talks to Audience,

of tha human mind over mn-

terial obstncles the Incldents
clted and theorles expressed by Bir
Oliver Lodge and other sclentists and
peychics seemi to be mere plquant
farce compared with the demonstra-
don of Miss Helen Keller last week
at the Falace Theatrs, .

Many of these lecturers have audi-
ences that go to a lacture to hear their
own theorles encouraged, That makes
it easy for the lecturer,

At the Palace ¥audsvills theatrs on
lust Monday afternoon, after a elever
act of what I8 termed “sidewall pat-
" waa finlshed and applauded, the
cloctrle programme announced “Mlss
Hnlon Kellop,"

Probably every one in the aufence
hid heard some tme or othor of Helon
IKeller, blind, deaf and dumb from the
fge of nineteen months, who after
tattling with the tmpossible for Years
has learned to speak. But it was only
a dim, far off story, read In magazines
or NeWspAper years ago. When Helen
KHaller was eight the fact that she was

learnung to read and study through
the sonse of touch was much written
T

FOR examplification of the power
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about. Certalnly no one had the faint-
est 1dea of what & blind, deat woman,
who had been taught to speak with as
much mechanical difffoulty, almost, as
would bs experienced fn producing

Speech from a status, woyld be doing | Paiace, one of the most eritical anid

In vaudeville, where the swiftest,
trickient sort of entertalnment—*"stuff

with, & punch”—is provided for audi-
ences whose eritionl anticlpation of
entertalnment is set to & halr tﬂlnr

Has Large Bright Hiue Eyes.

The curtatn went up, the ntage set as
R drawing room. After a preliminary
announcement & tall, rather handsome
womnn appeared in the opening at the
rear of the stage, She advanced a few
#lops, then tottered a ilttls, as ons who
han some diffieulty In balancing, Bhe
brushe) aguinst a plano and advanced
to the footllghts, where another woman
had been nwalting her,

The hugp audlence reallzed with a
trace of uneasiness that this woman
was blind, although she has large
bright blue eyen which fiave the decep-
tve  spearance of Dbelng unusually
strong and ecloar, It was Helen Kel-
ler, & vigorous, healthy looking woman.
Her companion, Mre. Anne Bullivan
Muoy, who hus been her friend and
teacher wince Miss Keller's childhood,
expludned the difficulty In navhln;
her to speak and the patiance, clever-
ness and will power and faith displayed
by Misa Keller, which really soems al-
mosat nnarhuman.

Unabla to hear the voloss of others,
Miss Koller loarned to talk by fecling
of the throats and lpas of others, and
after years of effort mastered by this
mechanical toll what others have as n
divine gift, easy as breathing,

Such Intensity of Interest has rarely
hoen seen In the theatrs as shown by
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thoss audlences last week in the big
vaudoville theatra. The dlfriculties con-
guered and the Intense human atriving
of thisn woman seam to strike the audi-
ences In a great wave of sympathy,
For a fow moments they were perplexed
by her strange, carefully articulated
manner of speaking, but this, too, only
added to the realization of Miss Kel-
ler's mph. Then the beholders saw
that béfore them was a woman who
seomad aupremely happy,: that
added@ to the wondar., Eefors she had
been on the stage two minutes Helen
Kellar had conquered agaln, and the
Monday afternoon audience at the

eynical In thiraworld, wns hers

Miss Keller aftarward told & reporter
about some of the novel sensations she
experienced, One ean spoak with her
vary rapldly, with Mra, Macy convaying
the queations and answers by hand rend-
ing with Miss Keller, or more. nlowly
when Miss Keller p!um! ons Yinger on
her Interviewer's mouth, and another on
hin throat, by which method she recelves
with no difficulity whatever conversation
In an ordinsry, deliberate pace

Feela Waves of Alr,

*Deprived of sorhia of my ssnses othars
have daveloped extraordinarily, she
sald, I could tell befors 1 had been on
the stage a minuta that thera was a
very large audiemoe. 1 feel the waves
of alr made by the breathing and the
pulsations of many persons. This sense,
#0 Reen, was almost & disadvantage to
me. I felt through my feet the strange
Jarring onused by two horses which
wera back of the atage for another not.
I did not know what this was and be-
lieved that & numbsr of persons had for
some reason rushed in on the stage from
the street or from the sudlence, But as
I did not feel ths presence of new per-
sons on the stage, I decided If muat ba
furniture falllng, or something llke
that”

Miss Keller's talk is of course alow
and diffieult, but it doss not ssam to tire
her to talk. Indeed ahe givas ths im-
presalon of great vitality. Bhe recently
had been nppearing on the lecture piat-
form, but the theatre Is vastly diffor-
ont and seemead to provide her with
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much mental sthnulation. Tn her happ!-
nens Miss Kellay dleplayed a protty wit
and in reply to some guestion akked by
the audience "came Back" several thines
with a qulckness and good humor thit
the keenest of experienced monologists
might well have envied. The girl, who
though deaf and blind, took the regular
course in Radcliffe College, starting at
the age of 10, was smnart cnough to goet
the Idea of vaudeville before ulio staried
In 1t

Mins Keller receives as high a salary
as uny one In vaudeville. The attitude
of B, F. Albes nnd others In the Kelth
vaudeville firm on this point was that at
various times persons of no worth had
recelved large sums to enter vaudavile
on the strength of mere notoriety and
that Miss Keller was entitled to as
much, whothier her appearance was a
guccess as vaudevilla antertainment or
not. It Was & success, and everyhody s
happy.

mum:mwmm

High School thres years ago, took the
preparatory courses in pedagogy, quall-
fed ns o school tencher and was as-

Mine Phoebe Appleten Has Former
Puplls as Theatrea Guesta, I
When & young school teacher quits
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signed to Publle Bohool No, 170, where

3

she taught for two years, taking &
courss In stage dancing evenings, which
qualified her in a short time ror o part
In musieal comedy.
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pedadogy for the stage, what mors fit-
ting than that she should Invits her ra-
dont puplls to mes her perform. They
might still bring apples for thelr dear
teacher,

Miss Phoeba Applston, ome of the
dancers In “Tha Night Boat," Charles
Dillingham's new musical comedy at the
Liberty, enlertalned at last Wednes-
day's matines six children who & year
ago were, her puplls at Publio School
No. 170, located at 87 Weat 111th
street.  Miss Appleton, following her
graduation from the Julls Tichman
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